
Central Queensland�s largest tract of undisturbed
coastline features two large estuarine areas, Shoalwater
and Corio Bays, and a vast coastal wetland complex.
With a 300km coastline including islands, wetlands here
are extremely varied and rich in wildlife.

About the Bays
Many wetland types occur in the Shoalwater and
Corio Bays area:

� fringing coral reefs
� shallow open water with seagrass beds
� rocky marine shores, beaches and sandbars
� intertidal mudflats and sandflats
� mangrove forests and melaleuca woodland
� freshwater lagoons, swamps and streams on

elevated sandplains

Vast mangrove forests, mudflats, sandflats and seagrass
beds have formed on the sheltered western side of
Shoalwater Bay. The tidal flats and mangrove forests are
extensive because this region experiences a massive tidal
range of more than 5m.

Shoalwater Bay�s coastal areas comprise large parabolic
sand dunes with scattered perched lakes and peat
swamps. Almost 800 plant
species occur in this
relatively undisturbed area.

The broad estuary of Water
Park Creek is an important
habitat adjacent to
Corio Bay.

While rainfall in the area
varies up to 1800mm a year,
half falls between December
and March
so many wetlands are
seasonal.
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What�s special about the Bays?
Half the wetland types found in Queensland occur in
the Shoalwater and Corio Bays area. The wetlands are
especially rich in wildlife because tropical and
subtropical species overlap in Queensland�s central coast.

The area is part of the traditional lands of the Darumbal
people and the remains of their special culture are
scattered among the dunes.

Threatened species which live in or visit the waters of
Corio and Shoalwater Bays include dugong and green,
loggerhead, hawksbill and flatback turtles.

Extensive seagrass beds in the intertidal flats and adjacent
areas are a feeding ground for marine turtles and dugong.
Seagrass beds grow to a depth of 20m. Ten species of
seagrass have been recorded.

Mangrove-covered flats provide a nursery for fish and
sheltered roosts for birds. Almost half of Australia�s
recorded mangrove species (18 out of 39 species)
occur in this area.

The Shoalwater Bay area has an unusually high number
of fish species; 428 marine and estuarine fish species and
17 freshwater fish species
are known to live in the
area. Two threatened fish
species probably occur
here � the honey blue-eye
and Oxleyan pygmy perch.
This is the only catchment
on the east coast of
Australia where non-native
fish are absent from the
estuarine and freshwater
wetlands.

The vegetation of the
Shoalwater Bay area is
very rich with almost a

thousand species recorded, including rare and threatened
species. Because the Shoalwater/Corio Bays area is so
large and diverse and relatively intact, the area serves as a
benchmark for scientific research.

The Corio Bay area is the catchment for the Capricorn
Coast water supply based on Water Park Creek.



Because the area is relatively undeveloped and
community entry to the Shoalwater Bay Training Area is
very limited, the Bays do not attract as much recreation
and tourism as other parts of the Queensland coast.

Bay waters are popular for commercial and recreational
fishing. Trawling is prohibited but fish netting could be
having an adverse effect on the local dugong population.

The Shoalwater Bay Inquiry into the future use of the Bay
area recommended that the entire area including marine
waters be conserved for its wilderness and biodiversity
values and ecological integrity.

A strategic plan is being developed to protect this area.
Careful and co-ordinated management of Shoalwater and
Corio Bays should ensure these valuable wetlands and
their rich wetland wildlife are conserved.

For more information about wetlands, contact:
Environmental Protection Agency
Yeppoon and Norman Roads
North Rockhampton
PO Box 3130
ROCKHAMPTON
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QLD 4701
(07) 4936 0511
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Birds
Mangroves, tidal mudflats and sandflats in the Shoalwater
and Corio Bays area are important habitats for local and
migratory birds.

One-third of Australia�s bird species have been seen in
the area. Waterbird numbers could exceed 20 000 in the
summer wet season and are close to 16 000 in the low
season between March and June.

Half the intertidal area of Shoalwater Bay is covered in
mangroves which provide high tide roosts for migratory
birds such as the whimbrel, grey-tailed tattler and terek
sandpiper.

Saline coastal flats on the landward side of the mangroves
are a roosting habitat for other shorebirds such as the
eastern curlew, Mongolian plover and pied oystercatcher.

Sixteen species of breeding migratory waders have been
observed in the area, six in high numbers. The area is
particularly important for the eastern curlew, whimbrel and
the great knot. The threatened beach thick-knee is present
in the area in significant numbers.

Twenty-six bird species protected by the Japan Australia
Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA) and 27 bird species
listed under the China Australia Migratory Bird Agreement
(CAMBA) are known to visit
the area.

Illegal fishing practices
threaten the dugong, turtles
and fish, especially salmon
and barramundi, which live
in the Bays.

Caring for Shoalwater and
Corio Bays
The Shoalwater and Corio Bays area is one of
Queensland�s few large estuarine systems with a relatively
undisturbed catchment.

The catchments for Shoalwater Bay�s estuaries lie in the
Training Area managed by the Commonwealth
Department of Defence.

Most of the catchment for Corio Bay to the south lies in
Byfield State Forest and Byfield National Park.

Intertidal areas are protected in the Mackay-Capricorn
Marine Park and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

Corio Bay is also a fish habitat area, managed by the
Department of Primary Industries, Fisheries and Forestry.
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